Angelee adding to Jill’s piece about Dumas

Hi Everyone, 

Yes, the exhibition was a really fascinating experience!

Jill….a little addendum, it was actually Aurum that was the grief remedy that I was thinking was a possibility when we were looking at the paintings of the two women. 

Anacardium was postulated by me from the way in which I was viewing the contrast between the images of the light and dark women. It was really striking how the two images appeared to contrast the two different aspects of the same face. The light and the dark feminine if you like. It was also as though there was a contrast between the dark and light in Anacardium. There was no sweetness inside the hard shell that was being exhibited in the images, just a dark, watery and almost bitter (but not quite feeling like the bitterness of Anacardium) feel about the two images.

The grief that was really pervasive in all of the images and it was almost the first thought that popped into my mind was what has she lost? What is she grieving? What has caused her energy to get so stuck that she needs to recreate the same theme in different ways throughout the series of paintings. 

The images of childhood and also the ability to look at sexuality was the root of why the feelings of a loss of childhood/a child was really coming through. I think the only painting that ended up leaving me feel unsettled was the one of the child with the adult head between her legs. That I found quite shocking, but I also thought that the painter was very brave and determined in daring to portray that image.  This is what prompted the thought that the grief could be linked to a loss of childhood as opposed to a loss of a child. 

I was left with a feeling that Dumas is a very brave woman who is trying to understand her own dual nature. There is a part of herself so stuck in grief that it can be overwhelming, with this intensity potentially matched by the intensity of some of her images, then there are those images where she is try ing to explore this in her Magdalene series. 

Yep, Ignatia and Nat Mur!!

After the exhibition, whilst mulling it all over the patients that I ended up seeing….guess what the theme was for this clinic? Ignatia (and Lac Humanum)!!!!

Thank you Ian for suggesting the exhibition. I wouldn't have gone/made time to go otherwise!

Ax

